
Greetings from the Board of Education President 

Superintendent’s Message 

Throughout this newsletter, you will read about the many highlights of our district year thus far.  We 

are very pleased with our accomplishments to date, but there is always more to be done.  Our chal-

lenge is to provide a comprehensive educational experience for all our students, and at the same 

time, continue to increase academic rigor to match the skills necessary for the 21st century.   

Our district goals continue to include preparing our students to meet and exceed state testing 

benchmarks, integrating technology in all subject areas as a consistent tool for instruction and as-

sessment, improving our instructional process.  As the saying goes, “Good schools don’t just hap-

pen; they are created and nurtured by loving critics.”  I invite your criticisms, your compliments, your 

ideas and your involvement as we all seek to raise standards and challenge our students. By work-

ing together, we will make a difference. 

Our team of staff members includes teachers, instructional aides, administrators, support staff, 

maintenance and custodial crews, cafeteria workers, bus drivers and School Board members who 

are passionate about education and work hand-in-hand with the Mayor and Council to provide an 

environment of collaboration, innovation, and inspiration.  As your superintendent, I welcome the 

opportunity to work with our students as they develop new skills, acquire more knowledge, deepen 

their understanding of the world and achieve their goals. I wish all of you a challenging, rewarding 

and successful year filled with life-enriching learning experiences.                                 

     Joseph C. Luongo, Interim Chief School Administrator 

540 Windsor Road, Wood-Ridge, New Jersey 07075  201-933-6777 
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Welcome to the first edition of Blue Devil Insider, our district newsletter. Over the years, we 
have used various means to keep you apprised of the great things happening in our 
schools. Thanks to our partnership with the community, we have created this newsletter 
and are able to reach nearly every household in the school district electronically.  We plan 
to publish Blue Devil Insider three times a year – spring, summer and fall.   Simply, we want 
you to have the most up to date and accurate information about Wood-Ridge Schools. 
 

The Wood-Ridge School district has essential needs: the exemplary teachers, exceptional 
support staff, safe grounds, well-maintained schools, and a supportive community. We do 
our best every day to ensure these needs are fulfilled, and for many years, our community 
has chosen to support the essential needs of the Wood-Ridge Schools. I want to thank you 
for supporting our district.  Thanks to you, and partnership with the Mayor and Council, we 
have built quality schools and strong neighborhoods surrounding them. 
 

This edition of Blue Devil Insider highlights achievements as well as impressive innovations, 
1,000 Google Chrome Books, athletic accomplishments and some incredible things about 
our students.  
 

We are sharing a variety of topics with you, and we want you to share back. I invite your 
feedback or questions via telephone or email. 

Mr. Albert Nieves, President 
Wood-Ridge Board of Education 



      
With the opening of the 
Wood-Ridge Intermediate 
School in September 2013, 
the Wood-Ridge Board of 
Education placed a 
Chromebook into the hands 
of every student in grades 
4-6.  Looking to maintain 
that technology continuity 
when those 6th grade stu-
dents began 7th grade in 
the Wood-Ridge Junior-
Senior High School, the 
Board of Education leased 
an additional 600 Chrome-
books for grades 7-12. This 
brings the current stock of 
Chromebooks in the dis-
trict to 1,000 devices. 
 
Aside from providing every 
student with a device that 
allows for immediate online 
research capabilities, the 
collaborative component of 
Google Drive services is 
unsurpassed.  Students 
now have the ability to 
work in real time on a living 
document with fellow 
classmates, teachers, and 
students around the world. 
This type of collaborative 
learning better prepares 
the students for success in 
an ever increasing digitally 
global world.  
 

 
The acquisition of the 
Chromebooks also fulfills 
the need to provide PARCC 
compliant devices.  For the 
2014-2015 school year, the 
New Jersey Department of 
Education will require all 
Wood-Ridge students to 
take the Partnership for As-
sessment of Readiness for 
College and Careers 
online. Rather than waiting 
to schedule computer lab 
time to take online assess-
ments, students will now 
have the devices in their 
classrooms.  The number 
of devices in the class-
rooms allows for a greater 
number of students to test 
simultaneously.  By in-
creasing the number of 
testing sessions, students 
test more efficiently and 
return to classroom in-
struction at a faster pace. 
 
 
 

Wood-Ridge School District continues the 1:1 
computing trend with 600 Chromebooks for the 

Junior-Senior High School  

1,000 Chromebooks  

for 1 to 1  computing 
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What is a Chromebook?  
 

A Chromebook is a laptop 
running Chrome OS as its 

operating system. The 
devices are designed to 
be used primarily while 

connected to the Internet, 
with most applications and 

data residing "in the 
cloud".  Students have the 
ability to conduct research 
via the Internet; prepare 

online documents, 
presentations, and 
spreadsheets; work 
collaboratively with 

classmates on projects; 
and take online 

assessments (PARCC). 
 Each student has been 
provided a Google login 

through our Google Apps 
for Education partnership 
between the Wood-Ridge 
BOE and Google.  When 
using this login, students 
may access their work 
wherever they have an 

Internet connection. 
 Through the use of 
Google Drive, each 

student account receives 
30gb of online storage 

and access to a plethora 
of online apps. 



Welcome New Staff 
Please join us in welcoming all 

new staff to our  

Blue Devil Family!  
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 AND 

JUNIOR-SENIOR H.S. 

1st row, left to right:  Kristen Larson, Science ; 

Melissa Ihle, English; Kristine Racaniello, Math; 

Raquel Roder, Physical Education 

2nd row left to right:   Evan Dolan, Special Educa-

tion;  Nicholas DeCarlo, History; Robert Berger, Math 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 

Left to right: Kelsey Dunn, Speech/Language 

Specialist; Caitlin Payne, Music Grades 4-6; 

Alexandra Motola, English & Social Studies 

DOYLE SCHOOL. 

Left to right: Andrea Nolan, Pre-K; Andrea Albonico, Pre-

K; Mary Bock, Media Specialist; Deanna Cucuzza, Pre-

K; Kara Negro, Special Education.  

Not pictured: Lynnae Peterson, Grade 2 

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is a group of states working together 

to develop a set of assessments that measure whether students are on track to succeed in college and careers. These high quality, 

computer-based assessments in Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy give teachers, schools, students, and parents 

better information about whether students are on track in their learning and for success after high school, and tools to help teach-

ers customize learning to meet student needs. The PARCC assessments will be administered to all students in grades 3 to 11 

during the 2014-15 school year. 
 

PARCC is based on the core belief that assessment should work as a tool for enhancing teaching and learning. Because the as-

sessments are aligned with the new, more rigorous Common Core State Standards (CCSS), they ensure that every child is on a 

path to college and career readiness by measuring what students should know at each grade level. 
 

The Common Core is a set of high-quality academic standards in mathematics and English language arts/literacy (ELA). These 

learning goals outline what a student should know and be able to do at the end of each grade. The standards were created to en-

sure that all students graduate from high school with the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in college, career, and life, 

regardless of where they live.  
 

The Common Core is informed by the highest, most effective standards from across the United States as well as countries 

around the world. The standards define the knowledge and skills students should gain throughout their K-12 education in order 

to graduate high school prepared to succeed in entry-level careers, introductory academic college courses, and workforce train-

ing programs. 
 

The standards are: research- and evidence-based; clear, understandable, and consistent; aligned with college and career expecta-

tions; based on rigorous content and application of knowledge through higher-order thinking skills; built upon the strengths and 

lessons of current state standards; and informed by other top performing countries in order to prepare all students for success in 

our global economy and society. 
 

To learn more about PARCC & Common Core visit the following websites: 

For PARCC  http://www.parcconline.org/          For Common Core  http://www.corestandards.org/ 

For Common Core in New Jersey  http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/ 
 

 

http://www.ccsso.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/


 

On October 30, 2014, 63 staff-nominated students in grades 7-12 from Wood-Ridge Junior-
Senior High School were given the opportunity to become a part of a new program, Sources 
of Strength, offered through a Rutgers University Grant.  Sources of Strength is a national 
peer-leadership program that encourages the ideals of positivity and strength to help lower 
teen suicide rates.  This program trained the students in different techniques to be used to help 
reach their fellow peers who may be struggling emotionally and also to work towards creating a 
more positive, healthy, and safe school climate. 

The students took part in an interactive and fun four-hour training with co-founder of Sources 
of Strength Mark LoMurray, who educated the students how identifying positive strengths can 
help someone who may be struggling.  LoMurray also stressed how being a positive force 
throughout the school can lead to a happy environment for all students.  Advisors Laura Good-
man, Roberta Blender, Melissa Manolakakis, and Reisetta Dunn lent a helping hand in the 
training by getting involved with the interactive games, breakout sharing sessions, and brain-
storm planning for future events. 

At 

Catherine E. 

Doyle 

Elementary 

School 

 

 

 

 

At the  

JUNIOR 

SENIOR 

HIGH  

SCHOOL 
 

The 4th Grade hallway won 1st place 
and received a pizza party! 

At Wood-Ridge Intermediate School…  

The Art Club, under advisement by Mrs. Carroll,  with 55 members, has been extremely busy 
this month preparing for the Haunted Hallways event held on Thursday, October 30, 2014, 
during the 1st Annual “Trunk or Treat” for the Wood-Ridge students grades pre-K to six.  

The Art Club met four times during the month of October.  Preliminary sketches, creating and 
building decorations, and finally decorating the hallways were all important steps the students  
experienced in the art making process.  The young artists created frightening masterpieces! 

Art Club students were split into grade level teams to create “spooktacular” decorations for the 
hallways.  The students used their imaginations and turned WRIS hallways into a frightening 
treat for all the students and family members to enjoy.  The 4th grade art club team was voted 
the winners of the “Haunted Hallways.” 

A very special thank you goes out to the PTA and Wood-Ridge PBA for sponsoring this event.   
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AROUND OUR SCHOOLS 

Some fast facts and highlights from Doyle School include: 

 School opened in September with 354 students being welcomed to the new school year. 

 Pre-Kindergarten program has expanded to include a full day of regular education, a full 

day self-contained special education classroom, and part day regular education class-

rooms providing instruction to a combined 40 students ages 3 & 4. 

 New Math Series (Pearson enVision Math) implemented in the Kindergarten. 

 Expanded classroom reading libraries in grades K-3. 

 Ongoing professional development in Teachers College Readers Workshop strategies. 

 Tools of the Mind professional development (Year 1 &2) for the Pre-Kindergarten and 

select Kindergarten staff members. 

 Supplemental pull out RTI program for identified students in grades K-3 is in progress. 

 Grades 1 & 2 teaching staff members fully trained in Orton Gillingham strategies. 

 Extra support/remediation in grades K-2 weekly. 

 After School Extra Help Program- Grades K-3 is now available. 

 Preparations are underway for anticipated PARCC assessments in March of 2015. 
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CELEBRATING OUR STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

At the November 19, 2014 Board of Education meeting the following students were honored for achieving an Ad-
vanced Proficient Status in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and/or Science on the New Jersey Assessment of 
Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK) or High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA).  These students are commended for 
their achievement and we thank the students, their families, and their teachers for partnering and bringing forth such 
success. Congratulations! 

 

HSPA  

Edwin Acosta 

Marguerite Ammerman 

Marina Aziz 

Gabriel Blanco 

Angela Butera 

Ariana Campagna 

Jeannette Carias 

Luis Carmona 

Giacomo Cirincione 

Julia Connelly 

Paige Conti 

Dawid Czwakiel 

Sara Dahnoun 

Angela Dang 

Drew DeCarolis 

Natalia Delgado 

Jessica DiMase 

Jessie Estevez 

Cali Gibney 

Justin Gonzalez 

Claudia Hansen 

Lindsey Hargrave 

Jennifer Jones 

Sandra Kaldas 

Cassandra Kriegel 

Meghan Lang 

Evan Lewis 

Gabrielle Luciano 

Jonathan Mazur 

Jazmin Mercado 

Leah Michelson 

Benjamin Montoya 

Danielle O’Byrne 

Alexa Pedulla 

William Roman 

Nicholas Rozas 

Christopher Schultz 

Karina Tayaba 

Antonio Torres 

Kristina Torres 

Matthew Triano 

Timothy Vaughan 

Matthew Veltri 

Tyler Zamski 

NJ ASK 8 

Victoria Baker 

Jack Barteck 

Alex Berg 

Robert Caruso 

Thomas Colarusso 

Zachary Dodds 

Michael Faria 

Lauren Francis 

Halie Kim 

Andrew Oliver 

Kristin Perrucci 

Dylan Taylor 

Matthew Trivigno 

Tedi Turka 

Luke Vu Nguyen 

Lauren Wasserman 

John Whaley 

 

NJ ASK 7 

Nana Addo 

Matthew Cordes 

Philip DeCresce 

Michael Fischkelta 

Christina Genario 

Justin Gonzalez 

Tyler Graham 

Jeremy Kim 

Reece McDermott 

Mark Notarmaso 

Emily Remenschneider 

Goutham Swaminathan 

Stephanie Vadillo 

 

NJ ASK 6 

Melissa Acosta 

Florence Aranez 

Elizabeth Autino 

Andrew Aziz 

Christina Braid 

Loreanna Caputi 

Jenna Castellano 

Maya Davila 

Caitlin Filja 

Brandon Greenaway 

Christopher Hargrave 

Jillian Hynes 

Philip Iacovelli 

Hanna Jamaldeen 

Thomas King 

 Darrin Knaggs 

Michael Latoracca 

Francesca Laurito 

Robert Lewis 

Jason Lopez 

Yousef Maamoun 

Olivia Madajczyk 

Madylin Marino 

Vincent Massa 

Sophia Mavrorasakis 

Bradley Mika 

Mia Nebab-Perez 

Aakash Patel  

Domenico Petruzzella 

Angela Picheo  

Prayaga Prasad 

Tyler Romeo 

Paul Schnackenberg 

Maggie Shi 

Mia Siano 

John Sloan 

Maria Tevletidis  

Kimberly Torres 

Sean Tracey 

Christina Vasquez 

Ricardo Vera 

Kylie Wasserman 

Shaye Whaley 

Liam Winslow 

 

NJ ASK 5 

Emma Baker 

Kim Burniston 

Natalie Cala 

Gia Cannarozzi 

Damien Carfagna 

Matthew Dellapena 

Samantha Eckert 

Angelia Gomez 

Jacob Jalinski 

Michael Kaseman 

Andrew Kim  

Ryan Lagriola 

Sharon Mathews 

Ryan McMullin  

Gianna Montemurro 

Gianna Onnembo 

Ayushi Patel 

Vishal Patel 

Nadil Ranatunga 

Matthew Rodzen 

Michael Spina 

Alyssa Whalen 

Jessica Williams 

 

NJ ASK 4 

Andrew Berg 

Jakob Berger 

Samantha Biamonte 

Skylar Biamonte 

Ashley Caminiti 

Joseph Caputi 

Vincent Cassella 

Bryanna Castillo 

Luke Cho 

Cole Christiana 

Michael Cordes 

Michael Costanzo 

Yasmine Diras 

Aidan Gonzalez 

Elycia Ha 

Samuel Herman 

Jared Hynes 

Luke Incognito 

Mary Kaseman 

Anya Kashickey 

Nicole Kikkert 

Kyle Knaggs 

Daniel Limnios 

Britney Lyons 

Courtney Lyons 

William Lyons 

Ali Maamoun 

Veronica Maciag 

Nicholas Marchitelli 

Sarah Meany 

Jennie Neilsen 

Christina Pedulla 

Nicholas Pfeiffer 

 Gianluca Phelan 

Jessica Piacentino 

Ava Picheo 

Lino Ragozzino 

Duaa Raza 

Daniel Rios 

Nicholas Rizos 

Thomas Schmidt 

Hans Vadillo 

Christian Venezia 

Richard Wolf 

NJ ASK 3 

Danielle Arno 

Xavier Aviles 

Dakota Bentley 

Jared Berger 

Mackenzie Burke 

Thomas Burniston 

Owen Caprio 

Evan D’Agnese 

Julia Dellapena 

Gavin DeRobertis 

Emlie Dine 

Darieus Enshae 

Connor Ferguson 

Rocco Gaeta 

Samuel Garces 

Dominick Genario 

Kyle Graham 

Raymond Greenough 

Tyler Iglesias 

Matthew Kikkert 

Rocco Laurito 

Nelson Malave 

Luke Mele 

Sophia Miuccio 

Braden Negro 

Abigail Oliver 

Gianna Pasquinucci 

Nida Rana 

Kyle Reiter 

Daniel Rella 

Kenneth Tayaba 

Alexandra Theodora-

copoulos 

Jenna Velez 

Olivia Waytowich 

Lia Wollerman 

John Yuschak 

 

 

  



Visit http://www.wood-ridgeschools.org/ for updates on district 

and school specific happenings.   

Have a question or a 

suggestion? Contact your child’s 

teacher, guidance counselor, or  

administrator for assistance.  

 
Central Office – 201-933-6777 x 5637 

Mr. Luongo, Interim Superintendent 

jluongo@wood-ridgeschools.org 

Dr. DeNobile, Assistant Superintendent 

sdenobile@wood-ridgeschools.org 

 

Junior-Senior High School – 201-933-6777 x 5604 

Mr. Panico, Interim Principal 

apanico@wood-ridgeschools.org 

Mr. Sutera, Asst. Principal/Athletic Director 

jsutera@wood-ridgeschools.org 

 

Intermediate School – 201-933-6777 x 5624 

Mr. Recchione, Principal 

rrecchione@wood-ridgeschools.org 

 

C.E. Doyle School – 201-933-6777 x 5632 

Mr. Albro, Principal 

talbro@wood-ridgeschools.org 
 

 
 
 

Our sports teams enjoyed a great deal of success this fall. Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer teams as well as the Volley-
ball and Tennis teams made the State Playoffs. The Girls’ Soccer team won its first round state game 1-0 over Cedar 
Grove. The Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer teams each qualified for the County Tournament.  The Volleyball team finished sec-
ond in the league with a 14-4 league record.  Our Football team had an impressive win over previously undefeated Bo-
gota and continues to work hard each week. The Middle School Volleyball team had a very successful campaign and 
finished second in the Bogota Middle School Tournament. The Tennis team finished 7-12 on the season, losing to Kin-
nelon in the first round of state play.  
 

 Boys’ Soccer became the First Southern Bergen County team to become a member of the Bergen County Boys’ 

Soccer Coaches Association. 
 

 Girls’ Soccer Coach Joe Soto and Boys Soccer Coach Alberico De Pierro made an appearance on the Northjer-
seysports.com radio Podcast on 11/6/14. 

 

Additional Athletic Information 
 

 Physicals must be completed using the form on the Athletic website. This is the only physical form that will be 
accepted. They must be completed and returned to the nurse for a student to be eligible to participate.  

 

 Athletic contracts must be signed and returned to the head coach for a student to be eligible to participate. 
 

 Varsity jacket ordering information can be found on the Athletic website. 
 

 An “All-League” recognition page for our student athletes is currently under construction and will be able to be 

viewed in the coming weeks.  

BLUE  DEVIL  ATHLETICS 

 

From Our Family to 

Yours… 

We wish you a      

Happy Thanksgiving.   

 

Please look for future editions 

of the  Blue Devil Insider at  

www.wood-ridgeschools.org 
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